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Foous Books 2020

This remarkable novel spans decades

of a complex fe, encompassing war,
The authar wentures effortlesshy from
one area to another, holding the reader’s
attention throughout.

Posen, widow and mother of three, who
has been living on her own with daily
carers. Although her husband died many
years eardier, she constanthy looks at

his photo and believes he can still hear
her. While she connects quite normally
with her carers and famaly, her solitude
is comsumed in re-living noteworthy
episodes of her life, induding her eary
childhood. Most sipnificant is her
wizrtime story of how, as a young Jewish
wiomnan working at Bletchley Park, she
wizs dispatched to Germany, to find a
Mari offidal’s wife who is anti-Hitler and
has acoess to the enemy's codebooks.

Marjonie Behrens, as she was then, was
blonde, fluent in German and Russian,
and an obwvious choice to take on the
identity of a dead German woman
whose husband, a junior officer, was
killed on the Ezstem Front.

Before learning of her assipnment.
Marjorie is told of the Final Solution,
something she can barely believe.

Oin her way to recefve her orders, she is
injured by an unexploded ordnance. She
then undergoes training at the Beaulieu
estate, after which, armed with an
H5DAP membership card and wearing
a little back and red swastika brooch
on her uniform, she leaves for the long
journey on a small Ly=ander plane,
landing in Denmark and then taken by
boat to Germany.

Her most significant act in Germany is to
strangle a Mazi officer with her stockings
while he is urinating. She also manages
to find Erilea, the Mazi offical’s wife, and
they form a dose friendship. When,
later, Enika is betrayed, Marjone hunts
down her murderer in rurall Franoe.

Shortly after the war Marjorie met her
hushand, Harry Rosen, who had changed
his name from Chaim Roseneweig to
prevent being mistaken for an enemy
alien. Marjorie remembers him at the
wedding of their daughter, Micola, in an
had several children, only one of whom
Max, rescued a young woman during
the disintegration of Yugoslavia and
marmied her. Originally seeming the least
concerned of Manonie's children, alongside
her daughter-in-law he is now the most
canng.

This multifaceted tale is very engaping and
Emma Klein
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